May 16, 1996

On page 46, line 12, decrease the amount by
$18,300,000,000.

At the appropriate place insert the follow-
ing:

SEC. .SENSE OF THE SENATE.

It is the sense of the Senate that the provi-
sions contained in this budget resolution as-
sume Medicaid reforms shall—

(1) maintain the guarantees in current law
for Medicaid coverage of seniors, children,
pregnant women, and persons with disabil-
ities;

(2) preserve current laws protecting
spouses and adult children from the risk of
impoverishment to pay for long-term nurs-
ing home care;

(3) maintain the current Federal nursing
home quality and enforcement standards;

(4) protect states from unanticipated pro-
gram costs resulting from economic fluctua-
tions in the business cycle, changing demo-
graphics, and natural disasters;

(5) maintain the successful Federal-State
partnership and protect the Federal Treas-
ury against practices that allow States to
decrease their fair share of Medicaid funding;
and,

(6) continue to provide coverage of Medi-
care premiums and cost-sharing payments
for low-income Medicare beneficiaries, con-
sistent with current law.

THE PUBLIC BUILDINGS REFORM
ACT OF 1995

BAUCUS AMENDMENT NO. 3983

Mr. FRIST (for Mr. BAucus) proposed
an amendment to the bill (S. 1005) to
amend the Public Buildings Act of 1959
to improve the process of constructing,
altering, purchasing, and acquiring
public buildings, and for other pur-
poses; as follows:

On page 21, line 3, strike “*1995’" and insert
£41996°".

THE CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET
CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

WYDEN (AND KERRY) AMENDMENT
NO. 3984

Mr. WYDEN (for himself and Mr.
KERRY) proposed an amendment to the
concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 57)
supra; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the follow-
ing new section:

SEC. . SENSE OF THE SENATE REGARDING REV-
ENUE ASSUMPTIONS.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Congress finds the fol-
lowing:

(1) Corporations and individuals have clear
responsibility to adhere to environmental
laws. When they do not, and environmental
damage results, the Federal and State gov-
ernments my impose fines and penalties, and
assess polluters for the cost of remediation.

(2) Assessment of these costs is important
in the enforcement process. They appro-
priately penalize wrongdoing. They discour-
age future environmental damage. They en-
sure that taxpayers do not bear the financial
brunt of cleaning up after damages done by
polluters.

(3) In the case of the Exxon Valdez oil spill
disaster in Prince William Sound, Alaska,
for example, the corporate settlement with
the Federal Government totaled $900 million.

(4) The Tax Code, however, currently al-
lows polluters to fully deduct all expenses,
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including penalties and fines associated with
these settlements. In the case of the Exxon
Valdez disaster, deductibility on that settle-
ment at the current corporate tax rate will
result in $300 million in losses to Federal tax
collections . . . losses which will have to be
made up through increased collections from
taxation of average American families.

(5) Additionally, these losses also will
make it more difficult to move aggressively
and successfully toward a balanced Federal
budget.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that—assumptions in this reso-
lution assume that revenues will be in-
creased by a minimum of $100 million per
year through legislation that will not allow
deductions for fines, penalties and damages
arising from a failure to comply with Fed-
eral or State environmental or health pro-
tection laws.

NOTICES OF HEARINGS

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING
Mr. COHEN. Mr. President, | wish to
announce that the Special Committee
on Aging will hold a hearing on Thurs-
day, May 23, 1996, at 9:30 a.m., in room
562 of the Dirksen Senate Office Build-
ing. The hearing will discuss encourag-
ing return to work in the SSI and DI

Programs.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL RE-
SOURCES, SUBCOMMITTEE ON PARKS, HISTORIC
PRESERVATION AND RECREATION
Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. President, |

would like to announce for the public

that a field hearing has been scheduled
before the Subcommittee on Parks,

Historic Preservation, and Recreation.
The hearing will take place Friday,

May 31, 1996, at 9:30 a.m. at the

Montrose Pavillion, 1800 Pavillion Bou-

levard, Montrose, CO.

The purpose of this hearing is to re-
view S. 1424, a bill to redesignate the
Black Canyon of the Gunnison Na-
tional Monument as a national park, to
establish the Gunnison Gorge National
Conservation Area, to establish the
Curecanti National Recreation Area, to
establish the Black Canyon of the Gun-
nison National Park Complex, and for
other purposes.

Because of the limited time available
for the hearing, witnesses may testify
by invitation only. Written testimony
will be accepted for the record. Wit-
nesses testifying at the hearing are re-
quested to bring 10 copies of their testi-
mony with them on the day of the
hearing.

The subcommittee will invite wit-
nesses representing a cross-section of
views and organizations to testify at
the hearing. Others wishing to testify
may, as time permits, make a brief
statement of no more than 2 minutes.
Those wishing to testify should contact
Mr. James Doyle in Senator CAMP-
BELL’s office at (303) 866-1900. The dead-
line for signing up to testify is 5 p.m.,
Wednesday, May 29, 1996. Every at-
tempt will be made to accommodate as
many witnesses as possible, while en-
suring that all views are represented.

For additional information, please
contact Jim O’Toole, Energy and Natu-
ral Resources Committee, at (202) 224-
5161.

S5203

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION
Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, | ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation be allowed to meet during the
Thursday, May 16, 1996, session of the
Senate for the purpose of conducting a
hearing on NASA’s Mission to Planet
Earth.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS
Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, | ask unan-
imous consent on behalf of the Govern-
mental Affairs Committee to meet on
Thursday, May 16, 1996, at 10 a.m. for a
markup.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, | ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
the Judiciary be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Thursday, May 16, 1996, at 10:30 a.m. to
hold an executive business meeting.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON LABOR AND HUMAN RESOURCES
Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, | ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
Labor and Human Resources be author-
ized to meet for a hearing on oversight
of the “*Healthy Start’” demonstration
project, during the session of the Sen-
ate on Thursday, May 16, 1996, at 9:30
a.m.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON PARKS, HISTORIC
PRESERVATION, AND RECREATION
Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, | ask unan-
imous consent that the Subcommittee
on Parks, Historic Preservation, and
Recreation of the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources be granted
permission to meet during the session
of the Senate on Thursday, May 16,
1996, for purposes of conducting a sub-
committee hearing which is scheduled
to begin at 9:30 a.m. The purpose of
this hearing is to consider S. 621, a bill
to amend the National Trails System
Act to designate the Great Western
Trail for potential addition to the Na-
tional Trails System; H.R. 531, a bill to
designate the Great Western Scenic
Trail as a study trail under the Na-
tional Trails System Act. S. 1049, a bill
to amend the National Trails System
Act to designate the route from Selma
to Montgomery as a National Historic
Trail. S. 1706, a bill to increase the
amount authorized to be appropriated
for assistance for highway relocation
with respect to the Chicamauga and
Chattanooga National Military Park in
Georgia; S. 1725, a bill to amend the
National Trails System Act to create a
third category of long-distance trails
to be known as national discovery
trails and to authorize the American
Discovery Trail as the first national
discovery trail.
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